Use of psychotropic drugs in patients with epilepsy: interactions and seizure risk.
It is now accepted that patients with epilepsy are more prone than the general population to develop psychiatric disorders, being significantly at risk due to psychosocial reasons, the presence of electrophysiologic and anatomopathologic abnormalities mainly in the limbic system, and because they are taking antiepileptic drugs which may have negative psychotropic effects. It is also known that many patients with epilepsy sometimes receive psychotropic medications on account of their psychiatric symptoms. This review focuses on the main problems that a clinician may encompass when treating psychiatric disorders in patients with epilepsy. On one hand, the effects of antiepileptic drugs on mood and behavior for a correct differential diagnosis of psychiatric symptoms. On the other hand, the main factors that may affect choice of therapy, patients' response and compliance, when prescribing antidepressants or antipsychotic drugs, drug interactions and the potential proconvulsive risk are reviewed.